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NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

10 CFR Parts 30 and 61

[Docket No. PRM–30–64]

Charles T. Gallagher, Gammatron, Inc.;
Petition for Rulemaking

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
ACTION: Petition for rulemaking; Notice
of receipt.

SUMMARY: The Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) has received and
requests public comment on a petition
for rulemaking filed by Mr. Charles T.
Gallagher of Gammatron, Inc. The
petition, docketed on June 6, 2000, has
been assigned Docket No. PRM–30–64.
The petitioner requests that NRC modify
its financial assurance and
recordkeeping requirements for
decommissioning to require financial
assurance for all licensees, expand the
method for payment of
decommissioning for small business
operators, and exempt licensees whose
radioactive materials are categorized as
greater than Class C waste.
DATES: Submit comments by October 25,
2000. Comments received after this date
will be considered if it is practical to do
so, but the Commission is able to assure
consideration only for comments
received on or before this date.
ADDRESSES: Mail comments to:
Secretary, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555–
0001, Attention: Rulemakings and
Adjudications Staff.

Deliver comments to: 11555 Rockville
Pike, Rockville, Maryland, between 7:30
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. on Federal workdays.

For a copy of the petition, write to
David L. Meyer, Chief, Rules and
Directives Branch, Division of
Administrative Services, Office of
Administration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555–
0001.

You may also provide comments via
the NRC’s interactive rulemaking

website at http://ruleforum.llnl.gov.
This site allows you to upload
comments as files in any format, if your
web browser supports the function. For
information about the interactive
rulemaking website, contact Carol
Gallagher, (301) 415–5905 e-
mail:cag@nrc.gov.

The petition and copies of comments
received may be inspected, and copied
for a fee, at the NRC Public Document
Room, 2120 L Street, NW. (Lower
Level), Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David L. Meyer, Chief, Rules and
Directives Branch, Division of
Administrative Services, Office of
Administration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, Washington, DC 20555–
0001, Telephone: 301–415–7162 or Toll
Free: 1–800–368–5642 or e-
mail:dlm1@nrc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Basis for Petition

The petitioner, who is the holder of a
radioactive license in the Agreement
State of Texas, indicates that he and
other Agreement State licensees were
not given the opportunity by the
Agreement State regulatory agencies to
comment on the original proposed rules
for financial assurance requirements.
The petitioner asserts that NRC
licensees hold only 27% of the
radioactive licenses in the United
States, while Agreement State licensees
hold almost 75%. According to the
petitioner, the Agreement State
regulatory agencies failed to recognize
the impact of the ruling on its licensees.

Background

The NRC requires each holder of a
specific license to provide financial
assurance for decommissioning in
accordance with the criteria set forth in
§ 30.35(c). Section 30.35(c) provides the
minimum quantity levels of licensed
material possessed by licensees above
which financial assurance requirements
are applicable. Also, § 30.35 (f)(1) and
(2) requires that financial assurance for
decommissioning be provided by one or
more of the following methods: (1)
prepayment; or (2) a surety method,
insurance, or other guarantee method.

Petitioners’ Concern

1. The petitioner believes that
financial assurance requirements should
be required for all licensees, irrespective

of the quantity of licensed material a
licensee may possess.

The petitioner agrees that funds
should be available to decommission a
facility; however, he believes that
requiring security from specific types of
licensees based on the quantity of
licensed material is arbitrary. The
petitioner believes that the premise is
false that a licensee who is licensed for
greater quantities is a greater financial
risk than the licensee licensed for
smaller quantities. According to the
petitioner, the larger the quantity of
radioactive material a licensee
processes, the larger the licensee’s safety
program, the more careful the licensee’s
handling procedures, the more elaborate
the licensee’s equipment, and the more
extensive the licensee’s experience and
education. As an example, the petitioner
states that a 100 millicurie Cesium 137
source, that would not require any
financial assurance, is quite capable of
producing a million dollar
decontamination problem, if handled
improperly or by unauthorized persons.

2. The petitioner believes that the
methods included in the rule by which
a small business licensee can provide
surety should be expanded over a longer
timeframe.

The petitioner states that the rule
requires that a surety payment be paid
at one time, and that this requirement
places an undue burden and
insurmountable hardship on small
businesses licensed by the NRC or by
Agreement States. The petitioner states
that the small business operator cannot
obtain bonds and parent company
guarantees like the large businesses and
public institutions. The petitioner
believes that if the financial assurance
rules are to require licensees to clean up
after themselves, then the rules must
allow a method of financial assurance
that does not force the small business
licensee out of business. The petitioner
notes that the Environmental Protection
Agency and their designated state
agencies allow payment to be made over
the life of their facilities.

The petitioner acknowledges that the
subject of the following
recommendation is separate from the
issues listed above.

3. The petitioner believes that
licensees that use radioactive materials
that fall into the category of ‘‘orphan
waste’’ (greater than Class C) should be
exempted from the regulations because,
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according to the petitioner, the disposal
of greater than Class C waste is the
responsibility of the Department of
Energy (DOE).

The petitioner believes that a licensee
that has ‘‘orphan waste’’ should not be
required to calculate and fund its
disposal when there is no disposal site
to accept the waste. As an example, the
petitioner notes that DOE has an
Americium 241 neutron source recovery
program that includes compiling a list
of unwanted or abandoned AmBe
sources throughout the U.S. and is
actively consolidating these sources for
the recovery of Am-241. The petitioner
believes that by initiating this program,
the DOE has effectively recognized its
responsibility for their disposal.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 7th day
of August, 2000.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Annette Vietti-Cook,
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 00–20418 Filed 8–10–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590–01–P

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING
COMMISSION

17 CFR Parts 1, 3, 4, 5, 15, 20, 35, 36,
37, 38, 39, 100, 140, 155, 166, 170, and
180

Exemption for Bilateral Transactions; a
New Regulatory Framework for
Clearing Organizations; Rules Relating
to Intermediaries of Commodity
Interest Transactions; and a New
Regulatory Framework for Multilateral
Transaction Execution Facilities,
Intermediaries and Clearing
Organizations

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.
ACTION: Extension of comment period on
proposed rules.

SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission published notices
of proposed rulemaking (NPRMs)
concerning various aspects of a new
regulatory framework on June 22, 2000
(63 FR 38985, 63 FR 39008, 63 FR
39027, and 63 FR 39033). The NPRMs
provided that comments should be
received on or before August 7, 2000. In
response to requests from the
Association for Investment Management
Research and eight agricultural
producer groups, the Commission has
determined to extend the comment
period until August 21, 2000.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before August 21, 2000.
ADDRESSES: As indicated in the NPRMs,
comments should be submitted by the

specified date to Jean A. Webb,
Secretary, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, Three Lafayette Centre,
1155 21st Street, NW., Washington, DC
20581. In addition, Comments may be
sent by facsimile transmission to
facsimile number (202) 418–5521, or by
electronic mail to secretary@cftc.gov.
Reference should be made to the
subjects specified in the original
NPRMs.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
M. Architzel, Chief Counsel, Division of
Economic Analysis, Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, Three Lafayette
Centre, 1125 21st Street, NW,
Washington, DC 20581. Telephone:
(202) 418–5260. E-mail:
[PArchitzel@cftc.gov].

Issued in Washington, DC on August 7,
2000 by the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.
Edward W. Colbert,
Deputy Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 00–20353 Filed 8–10–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6351–01–P

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

20 CFR Parts 404 and 416

[Regulations No. 4 and 16]

RIN 0960–AF12

Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability
Insurance and Supplemental Security
Income for the Aged, Blind, and
Disabled; Substantial Gainful Activity
Amounts; ‘‘Services’’ for Trial Work
Period Purposes—Monthly Amounts;
Student Earned Income Exclusion

AGENCY: Social Security Administration.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: We are proposing to
automatically adjust each year, based on
any increases in the national average
wage index, the average monthly
earnings guideline we use to determine
whether work done by persons with
impairments other than blindness is
substantial gainful activity; provide that
we will ordinarily find that an employee
whose average monthly earnings are not
greater than the ‘‘primary substantial
gainful activity amount’’ (currently
$700) has not engaged in substantial
gainful activity without considering
other information beyond the
employee’s earnings; increase the
minimum amount of monthly earnings
that we consider shows that a person
receiving title II Social Security benefits
based on disability is performing or has
performed ‘‘services’’ during a trial
work period, and automatically adjust

the amount each year thereafter;
increase the maximum monthly and
yearly Student Earned Income
Exclusion amounts we use in
determining Supplemental Security
Income Program eligibility and payment
amounts, and automatically adjust the
monthly and yearly exclusion amounts
each year thereafter.

We propose these revised rules as part
of our efforts to encourage individuals
with disabilities to test their ability to
work and keep working. We expect that
these changes will provide greater
incentives for many beneficiaries to
attempt to work or, if already working,
to continue to work or increase their
work effort.
DATES: In order for us to consider your
comments on these specific proposals,
we must receive them by October 10,
2000.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
writing to the Commissioner of Social
Security, P.O. Box 17703, Baltimore,
MD 21235–7703; send by fax to (410)
966–2830; send by E-mail to
‘‘regulations@ssa.gov’’; or deliver to the
Office of Process and Innovation
Management, Social Security
Administration, L2109 West Low Rise,
6401 Security Boulevard, Baltimore, MD
21235–6401, between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. on regular business days.
Comments received may be inspected
during these same hours by arranging
with the contact person shown below.
Electronic Version: The electronic file of
this document is available on the date
of publication in the Federal Register
on the Internet site for the Government
Printing Office at: http://
www.access.gpo.gov/sudocs/aces/
aces140.html. It is also available at
SSAOnline at www.ssa.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information specifically about these
proposed rules, contact Ray Marzoli,
Office of Employment Support
Programs, Social Security
Administration, 6401 Security
Boulevard, Baltimore, Maryland 21235–
6401, (410) 965–9826 or TTY (410) 966–
6210. For information about eligibility
or filing for benefits, call our national
toll-free number, 1–800–772–1213 or
TTY 1–800–325–0778, or visit our
Internet web site at SSAOnline at
www.ssa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Clarity of This Regulation

Executive Order 12866 and the
President’s memorandum of June 1,
1998, require each agency to write all
your substantive comments on this
proposed rule, we invite your comments
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